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N Welcome to the 6th edition of this bulletin.
\‘ ‘\ This will be the final edition until
(O September!
= . ,
—4 Here is the recently unveiled logo for the
R Child Care Special Needs Resourcing

Developmental Services
Access Centre ‘
: ‘ Child Care Special Needs
b Resourcing Partnership
: Elmira District Community
w Hving Partnership!
The bridge represents the trail or journey
to services and each partnering agency is
ot %0, represented by a tree. Watch for the use of
Y /\ this logo on CCSNRP communication in
% the future!
family and children’s services
Just a reminder that | would love to hear
-0 from programs out there! Do you have a

- success story related to serving a child

KidSAbility

Cantre for Chidd Developrmsnt

with special needs that you'd like to share?
Have you found a unique strategy that you
could pass onto others? If so, let me know
and | can share it inside this bulletin with
the early learning and child care
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A Word from CCSNR Partner

K-W Habilitation Services (by
Barb Arnold)

K-W Habilitation Services is a non-profit
organization providing support to individuals with
developmental disabilities in Kitchener, Waterloo
and Wilmot Township. The agency employs
over 600 employees and provides service to
approximately 400 individuals and their families.
Services provided include: Preschool Outreach,
Weekend Parent Relief, Community Placement
Program, Working with You ~Community
Placement, Kinsmen Centre, Adult
Developmental Services, and Residential
Services.

K-W Habilitation Services believes that
individuals with developmental disabilities have
the right to live in the community, to participate
therein and have the right to those resources
which would realize these goals. We
acknowledge that the primary responsibility for
achieving these goals rests with individuals
and their families.( Cntd. Pg2)

community!
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EE2 Habilitation SNAP Fast Facts
B services
DI D YOU KNOWé
« Children are eligible to receive service through SNAP until
August 31st of their Grade 1 year?
e There have been 295 referrals to SNAP so far this year?
Region of Waterloo
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(...continued from page 1)

With a leadership change, the Ministry directed
“Increased Community Capacity Initiative” (for
Developmental Services) and “Developmental
Services Transformation”, in addition to the
possibility of a major capital project at 108 Syd-
ney Street (KWHS head office), KWHS has
experienced significant change and turbulence
over the past year. Amidst the excitement, our
new Executive Director, Ann Bilodeau, is work-
ing tirelessly with the Ministry, board of direc-
tors, administration, families and staff to pro-
mote our promise of value for all programs and
services offered, which include: Respect, dig-
nity, high quality, transparency and accountabil-
ity. Itis truly an exciting time to be a part of the
dedicated team at KWHS.

In 2008, Preschool Outreach had a productive
and satisfying year providing service to 339
children and families. Our Resource Consultants
and Kinesiologist worked with over 65 licensed
child care centres and 17 licensed home child
care providers to provide quality early interven-
tion for children with developmental concerns.

Approximately 21,500 hours of enhanced staffing
was provided to over 30 Early Learning and Child
Care centres.

One highlight this year was the November 2008
launch of the new model for Kinesiology service.
Within the new model, Kinesiology is now available
to all of Waterloo Region. In addition, services now
include individual intervention for children and
physical health promotion consultation and educa-
tion.

Resource Consultants worked passionately to cre-
ate and disseminate Visual Strategies Kits and Vis-
ual Strategies Training to over 60 child care centres
over the past several months. Supervisors and

Early Childhood Educators have reported the kits as

very helpful in implementing effective visual strate-
gies in the ELCC setting.

What's ahead for Preschool Outreach? Our projects

over the next few months (and year) will include an
evaluation of the new Kinesiology model, a client
satisfaction survey of Preschool Outreach services,
the creation of a new Resource Consultation bro-
chure and ELCC Information package and improve-
ments to our website and our parent information

package. Last, but certainly not
least, we look forward to working
with our partners to improve our
quality of service as we embark on
our participation in the Raising the
Bar — Special Needs Resourcing
Version.

Global Developmental Delays (by s amola)

Global Developmental Delays are common and
effect between one and three percent of children.
(Ontario College of Family Physicians)

Robin Roberts, psychometrist, describes Global
Developmental Delays as follows: “Global Develop-
mental Delays is typically an identification given by
a psychologist or a physician to a younger child
below the age of 6 showing delays in all areas of
their development. Depending on the child’s pro-
gress, this is an identification that may evolve to a
diagnosis of developmental handicap or develop-
mental disability when the child is over the age of
6.” In other cases, the child’s development pro-
gresses and a diagnosis is not warranted. The
Ontario College of Family Physicians defines devel-
opmental disability as “a cognitive, emotional, or
physical impairment, especially one related to ab-
normal sensory or motor development, that ap-
pears in infancy or childhood and involves a failure
or delay in progressing through the normal devel-
opmental stages of childhood.”

An identification of Global Development Delay may
bring some much-needed answers to parents, as
well as provide them with information on how to
help their child, but it does not explain why the

problem came about. Children with delays are often
referred to other medical and psychological ser-
vices, in an attempt to discover the source of the
problem. In many cases, tests are inconclusive and
the cause of the developmental delays may remain
unknown. In other cases underlying causes may be
identified such as genetic ofchromosomal ab-
normalities, autism spectrum disorder, cerebral
palsy, fetal alcohol spectrum disorder, psycho social
deprivation or toxin exposure.

Because of the numerous domains that carve
affected, global developmental delay is a very broad
identification. Each child can have delays in a vari-
ety of milestones, in varying combinations and at
different severities, therefore each child requires
specific adaptations based on their abilities and
challenges. Because of this, when working with a
child with global developmental delay (or any child
for that matter), it is important to thoroughly under-
stand typical child development, the different do-
mains, the child’s specific strengths and needs and

Early identification and intervention
is critical for all children with delayed
development including those with
Global Developmental Delays. In
Waterloo Region, parents, Pediatri-
cians, Psychologists, Speech Lan-
guage Pathologists, Occupational
Therapists, Physiotherapists, Re-
source Consultants, and Early Child-
hood Educators form a multi-
disciplinary team to plan and imple-
ment individualized programs for
children that draw on the child’s
strengths to promote the develop-
ment of the delayed areas.




For more information on the
Child Care Special Needs

Resourcing Partnership or to

make a referral to the Child
Care Special Needs Access
Point please contact:

Joan Wagner
CCSNAP Coordinator
c/o kidsLINKS Early

Intervention Services
1770 King St. E., Suite 5
Kitchener, ON N2G 2P1

519-741-0076
(fax) 519-741-1123
Email: info@ccsnap.com

Wedre on t
Wwww.ccsnap.com

Upcoming
Professional
Development Events

Second Step Violence Prevention

July 7 and 14 at kidsLINK

Renew, Restore and Revitalize

August 18 at kidsLINK

To register for any of these workshops,
or for more information,

call 519-741-1122
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FYI-NEW REFERRAL LIST!!!

As of May 2009, Region of Waterloo Public Health, in
partnership with community agencies has produced an
updated Referral List. The Referral List may be useful to you in
combination with the use of the Nipissing District
Developmental Screen for early identification of children who
are not meeting their developmental milestones.

The Referral List is an introduction to programs and services in
Waterloo Region to which families with children 0-6 years may
be referred when there are child development or parental
supports required. The Referral List is organized by
Apresenting concerno foll owed
to contact and includes a brief description of the program,

phone number, and a website if available. Presenting

concerns include autism, breastfeeding, counseling, hearing,
immunization, speech/language and vision.

Because information sometimes changes, we are not
distributing hard copies by mail or email. Instead, the most up-
to-date Referral List will always be available at the Region of
Waterloo website, www.region.waterloo.on.ca/PH ( search for
A Referral Listo). Give it a
of the healpful information on the Public Health website.

If you have questions, please contact Janet Mc Creary at 519-
883-2002 ext. 5171 or mjanet@region.waterloo.on.ca

Current Research - Links
e Dr . Charles Pascal 6s r e
McGuinty-i___ Wi t h OQur Best- Fu
Il mpl ementing Early Il-ear

available at www.ontario.calearlylearning

« Information Folder on School Transition

The Centre of Excellence for Early Childhood Development has
released an information package on School Transition. They
empathize the importance of a successful transition to school,
stating that: “School readiness leads to school success.
Accumulating evidence has revealed that children’s performance
during the primary school years (kindergarten through grade
three) has an important bearing on later success in school and
life; in response, understanding how young children are best
prepared to enter and succeed in grade school has become a
priority for parents, educators, legislators and researchers”. The
Information Package can be accessed at:

http://www.child-encyclopedia.com/pages/PDF/School_transition.pdf
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http://www.ontario.ca/earlylearning
http://www.child-encyclopedia.com/pages/PDF/School_transition.pdf

